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Changing Signs and Signs of Change

The latest physical changes in the park include fly. The native White Turtlehead flower which Don
some new signs. The Interpretive Centre now carries  has planted is the preferred food of the Baltimore cat-
wooden valences bearing quotations of environmental erpillar. Don has seen two main tents of up to 50 cater-
messages. The six that are currently installed, are “We pillars in each.
all live downstream,” by David Suzuki, “Let nature be For everyone interested in identifying and monitor-
your teacher,” by William Wordsworth, “Environment ing insects in the park, a new brochure has been
is a process, not a container,” by Marshall e Created. Irene Mcllveen’sillustrations of com-
McL uhan, “One touch of nature makes the I

el ized into groups of predators, pollen and nectar
o -, eaters, and plant eaters. She has provided
/ . »,I-—- “-‘% identifying descriptions for each insect,
and included a separate checklist for
~ people to fill in with notes. Returning
i3 1 the checklist to us at the bridge kiosk
9%, Will help us keep track of the numbers
3 and kinds of insects in the park.
4 Therearesignsthat WPEC is be-

“Man’s heart away from nature becomes
hard,” by Standing Bear, and “N ature )
does not hurry, yet everything is accom- /S 87 lE\ B,
plished,” by Lao Tzu. [ i
We are delighted to announce that i
Robert Bateman has provided one espe-
cialy for the park. Look for it to be in- 8
stalled soon. David Rose and his students at ' {&»=#%3
Georgetown District High School are carving the % coming known throughout Ontario.
guotations and installing the valences. === Ford sent three volunteers who worked
There are also new signsin the compost area. One in the butterfly garden, and enjoyed it enough to want
outlines the composting process and the other oneisa to come back. We also had Ontario Stewardship Rang-
large wheel that describes the roles that various ers from the Ministry of Natural Resources who
materials play in creating compost. Summer assistants clipped burdock and performed other chores. They in-
Steve Jackson and Natalie Mieles created the wheel,  dicated that they want to return next year, earlier in the
and Nicole Pineau is supervising the development of  season.
the park’s interpretive signs. Finally, an automatic counting machine has been
A very encouraging sign of another kind is reported installed at the entrance to the park on Aug. 25. We
by Don Noble. While working in the butterfly garden, are amazed to learn that in dightly more than two
he has seen an unusua species, the Baltimore Butter-  weeks, there were 540 visitors. I




Gloria Hildebrandt:
Writing About and Working in the Park

Gloria Hildebrandt become involved with Willow Park Ecology
Centre (WPEC) in 2001 as editor of Willow Leaf. She joined the
Steering Committee in order to keep up with all the new develop-
ments at the park, and gradually joined in with volunteer activities.
“1 like meeting so many people who are concerned about living in
harmony with our environment,” she says. “It's arelief to be among
others who value the natura world.”

In additionto overseeing the evolution of Willow Leaf, Gloria
serves as the “resident communications consultant,” writing parts of
the Web site, and proofreading and making suggestions for news
releases, letters, reports and other written materials.

“When | do volunteer work, | prefer to work with other people,”
she revedls, “because it's a change from my solitary job as a writer.
| enjoy helping out at Riverfest, staffing the WPEC booth at the
downtown farmers' market, the mall, the fall fair and other places,
and even clipping burdock!”

Gloria has been surprised by how much work and resources it
takes to create and maintain an ecology park, even with the Town’'s
help. “Fortunately, the Steering Committee members are an amaz-
ing group of optimistic, enthusiastic, energetic and dedicated people
who can get things accomplished,” she says.

She notes that she has learned the most about the natural world
from the demonstrations at Riverfest each year. “1’ve dowsed for
water, seen insects that live under water, gotten close to large birds
of prey, and have learned plenty about frogs, toads, snakes and tur-
tles,” she explains. “But | still don’t know if eectro-fishing is
harmless, and I’d love to see a cold-water rescue. There's always
something eye opening at Riverfest.”

Gloria s hope for the park is that it doesn’t get ruined by inter-
ference. “1 would be disappointed to see it become over-devel oped
and so groomed that it resembles a series of formal gardens or an
average municipal park,” she says. “What's fascinating about
wilderness areas is how they change and grow with the seasons and
over the years. Willow Park could demonstrate this beautifully if
given the freedom.” 1
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Contacts

Willow Park Ecology Centreis an

initiative of the Town Environmental Advisory
Committee. It islocated in Norval, with an
entrance off Mary St., on land leased by the
Town of Halton Hills from Credit Valley
Conservation.

Web Site:
www.willowparkecology.com
Coordinator:

Ruth Kuchinad

24 Edith St.

Georgetown, ON L7G 3A8
905-877-3676

Fax: 905-873-1587
ruth@willowparkecol ogy.com
Chair:

TUnde Otto-Harris
tundeotto@hotmail.com
Town of Halton Hills:
Leesa Emmerson

The Town of Halton Hills
1 Halton Hills Dr.,

P.O. Box 128

Georgetown, ON L7G 5G2
905-873-2601 ext. 2333
Newsdletter Editor:

Gloria Hildebrandt
Orchard House
Communications
gloria@ohouse.ca
Newsdletter Illustrations:
Irene Mcllveen
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New School Program

Willow Park Ecology Centre has been awarded a
grant from Halton Healthy Community Fund to
provide afield trip program for 10 grade three
classes thisfall. Called “Plants and Soil Grow
Together,” the program includes a tour of the park,
small group learning activities, a reading, some
gardening, an art activity and even a snack provided
by the park.

Teachers have commented “| like that it was very
hands-on,” “ Students enjoyed this trip,” and “Well
organized.” Students responded with “1 didn’t know
there were so many kinds of plants,” “What | didn’t
know before this trip is that plants are interesting,”
and “I wish | could stay and live here.” Parent
participants noted “| learned a lot about plants,” “I
like all of the different activities for the students,”
and “Wonderful. I hope more kids will get this
experience.”

The cost for aclass is only $25, which includes
the cost of bussing. Interested grade three teachers
should contact Ruth Kuchinad through her e-mail
address of ruth@willowparkecology.com. T

Park Winners

The winners of the first Willow Park Ecology
Centre Photography Contest were announced at the
August 23 Volunteer Appreciation barbecue. From 19
entries, judges Alan McCord and Ruth Kuchinad chose
the following winners:

Willow Park Fauna: Kerry Jarvis of Georgetown
Willow Park Flora: Jennifer Little of Acton
Friends of Willow Park: Steve Jackson, Geor getown
People’ s Choice: Natalie Mieles of Brampton

Also at our August barbecue, the following
members of the Steering Committee were named
Volunteers of the Year for their valuable service
to the park:

Nicole Pineau
Brian Thomas
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